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- By Normaa Kempster
Washinglon Star Staff Writer
Reports that President
Ford is considering George
Bush to head the CIA indi-
- cate the President is treat-
ing the troubles of the intel-
ligence community as a
problem of public relations.
Personab?e, and urbane,
George Herbert - Walker
‘Bush has no_formal back-
ground in intelligence
work, but. he exhibited the
skills the ClA now may
need most when he held the
Republican national organ-
ization together through the
cark days of- the Nixon
‘scandais. '
:--Ford has made it plain in
recent speeches that he be-
lieves the CIA, despite
some questionable past ac-
tivities, is the victim of un-
fair criticism from the Sen-
ate and House Intelligence
Committees and some other
.members of Congress. -
- BUSH IS POPULAR on
‘Capitol Hill and may b=
“Teore successtul in quieting
ire CIA’s critics than Wil-
linm E. Colby, an . alecof

professional spy who does .
not gladiy suf er-fools — -
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even when they are mem-
bers of Congress.

Ford has been expacted
for some time to replace
Colby. But up until yester-
day administration sources
had insisted that his depar-
ture was not imminent.

A career CIA employe,
Colby came under fire irom
two directions — CIA critics
accused him of covering up’
wrongdoing by the agency
and CIA supporters com-
plained he had been too
candid in admitting the

" agency’s shortcomings.

From a practical stand-
point, Colby's flaw ~may
have been. his failure o -
agree on substantive mat-
ters with Secretary of State
Henry A Kissinger, the
Ford administration’s most

- skillful' political infighter
.. and the apparent winner in" _ my and Yale.

the current shake-up..
Ford switches the
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CIA's top job from a career
intelligence officer to. an
outsider, he will be foliow-

a4

one of the key recom-
dations  of the Rocke-
feiler  Commission, which
reported last June on its
investigation of the agency:

- THE COMMISSION said: -

. a shady and grubby busi-

- Bush led the party, the pub-
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*Consideration should be
given to individuals from’
outside the career service
of the CIA. .-, | Experience
in intellizence service is not
necessarily a prerequisite
for the position; manage-
ment and addministrative
skills are at least as impor-
tant as the technical exper-
tise which can always be
found in an able deputy.”

While Bush may be just * ceived on his recent trip to
the man to take on the - Peking shows a deteriora-

CIA’s public relations prob-
lems, his credentials are
much less impressive on
the substantive issues faced
by the agency. =~ = - -~

It can be said that the

. only thing Bush has in com-

mon with top CIA officials
is his prep school and lvy
League education. He is a
. graduate of Phillips Acade-

The son of the late Sen..

:Jate Marvin ' Pierce, 'pub-;
o - . » 3
Prescott Bush, R-Conn., McCalb's _Maga-‘f -

Bush became wealthy in the -
oil business in Texas before -

he plunged into Republican '

politics, first as a county
.chairman, then as§ an
aunsuccessful 1384 Senate
Candidate and later as a,
two-term congressman. A.,
In 1970 he lost another
campaign jor the Senate to
Democrat Lloyd Bentsen.
Former President Richard
M. Nixon, who had urged
Bush to give up a safe
House seat to run for the
Senate, named him ambas-
sador to the United Nations.

WHEN NIXON needed to
refurbish the Republican:
National Committee, which!
he had virtually ignored in
his 1972 re-election cam-
paign, he picked Bush to be
party chairman. The New
York Times commented at
the time that Bush had said
he regretted that politics

Talent

“that it might be advanta«
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organization, convincing
people that the party was
more a victim than an
accomplice in the scandal.

Shortly after Ford tcok
_office  Aug. 9, 1374, he
named Bush to hsad the
U.S. diplomatic mission in
Peking.

It may be a good time to
replace Bush in China. The
cool reception Kissinger re-

tion in Sino-American rela-
tions.” Although there is no
evidence that Bush ' is at
fauit, there are indications

3eous {0 send a new envoy,
Still boyish-looking at 51,
Bush keeps fit with daily
exercises and with . occa-
sional tennis, golf and boat-
ing. He was married Jan. 6,
1845 to the former Barbara
Pierce, the daughter of the !

lisher of.
zipe. = i
FORD HAS BEEN:
working for months on a.
reorganization of the CIA in ;

H
H

response to charges that' .

the agency is not responsi-

+ ble to civilian control. H

Administration - officials :
have said the. President!
probably wiil. recomend!
strengthening the role of
‘the "Foreign Intelligence
“Advisory Board ' and - the
establishment. of a joint |

congressional commiittee toy

oversee the agency.

Fhere was no. mdieation
whether Ford wounld follow
the advice of the. Murphy
Commission, a 12-member
panel which reported Jast
June on recommendations
to reorganize foreign policy
and national security agen-
cies, to move the director of |
intelligeence into the White §
House to give him greater ;

had come to be regarded as|: independence from thei

ness.
During the two years

lic came to realize just h9w
shady and grubby politics
.could become. Nixon was
enmeshed in the Watergate
scandal that- drove him
irom office. But Bush was
able to keep most of the
taint away Irom the GOP

CIA’s career staff. - - i

Colby moved up to be CIA |
director from the post of }
deputy director in charge of }
covert operations. At one:
point, Colby ran the Phoe-,
nix program in South Viet- |

‘nam, a project intended tad

“ break .down the infrastruc-4
ture of the Vietcong. Criticsi
have called it a murii_eré
program,  althongh  Cold
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